GENTLEMEN, © 


« 


Members of the Common-Council \ 
ba —_ , n . | | 7 | W 7 


'OF THE 


Corporation of LIVERPOOL. 


: SIRS, | 
S223 CgEDYy OUR e e to a Paper which lately 
W fell into my Hands, leaves me at no Loſs 
how to addreſs what I judge proper to Re- 
mark upon it, as it is declared to come from 
\ a Majority of the Common-Council. Whe- 
cher you intended it as a Favour to me, or 


- otherwiſe, I cannot ſay; however, I am 
e not included the whole Number. 


od dem de Upeck fone Exceptions. will be made to 


what you have Expreſs'd in Relation to your upright Intentions, 
and that you are ready to anſwer e or Pamphlet, which 
may charge you with wicked, ſiniſter Views and Deſigns. As 
a Se Body, you may juſtly do it; for I believe the De- 
fign, let it be weak, wicked, or excellent, was the Scheme of 
avery few : So that a real Majority of the Council may fairly 
lead ignorance, ' What I refer to, is the printed Copy of your 
Peritich to His preſent MajesTY for a new Charter, with 

our Apology for Secrecy in your Application; wherein you 
ow declared, that your only and ſole View of preferring it was 
to inveſt «the Common-Council, with a Power to make ſuch 
By-Laws and Orders as worn effectually prevent F 1 
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is what you have exerciſed untill itplainly 


geſſes, an 


. conliſt of forty-one Perſons : Can it then be ſuppoſed that this 


from exerciſing and following the Faculty of Free Burgeſſes in 


pears to be your 


Tunis Power, Gentlemen, was what 
rate Body ; 


Intention to have limited to yourſelves, as a 


W 4 


and had it been obtained, your upright Conduct under Mr. 
| rax* ty Influence, would have been all the Security the Free 


would have had to depend upon. 


Now pleaſe to conſider that this very Power which you Pe- 
titioned for, and deſired to be inveſted with by an expreſs Grant, 
the Burgẽſſes 
are quite weary of it. This you well know, and ſuſpect your 
being wrong in doing fo ; one 
Sanction of a Charter Grant, to continue you in the Poſleflion? 
Vou go on to ſuppoſe that the Charter, granted by his late 
Majeſty King William the Third, intended it ſhould be ſo: 
But this is begging the Queſtion; and it is my Opinion you 
ſtantial Argument in ſupport of an Intention 


cannot offer one 
of that Kind. 


Every Grant contained in King Charles the Firſt's Charter 
is to the Mayor, Bailifts and Bur 3 a worthy Power for the 
Juſt Support of Liberty. But an upright Number, (to be fure) call 
them a Council, or a Cabal, having illegally wormed themſelves 
into an Exerciſe of a Power, which they were deſirous to main- 
tain, nou t it neceſſary to limit the Power of the Free Bur- 

in order to accompliſh their Deſign, ſecretly and 
clandeſtinely, obtained a Charter Grant from the late King 
Charles the Second; which inveſted'a Majority of Sixty Perſons, 
with a Power fo extenſive to themſelves, that it in a great 
Meaſure reduc'd the Free Burgeſſes to a State of Vaſſalage, 
ike as in our Day) and neceſſitated them to ſubmit to ſuch 
furpation, untill the ſeventh Year of the Reign of his late 
Majeſty King William; who was graciouſly pleas'd to relieve 
them, by diſannulling the illegally and furreptitiouſly obtained 
Charter of King Charles the Second; and at the ſame Time 


confirmed to them all the Grants contain'd in that of King 


Charles the Firſt ; and then appointed a Common-Council, to 
new 


— 


wiſe what Occaſion for the 


„ Timeto-Timeg 


. 
new Council were intended to be inveſted with the like arbi- 


tary Power by a legal Charter Grant, which had been exerciſed 
under one ſurreptitioufly obtained ? Is it to be doubted but that 


oppreſſive Grievances occalioned an Application tor Redreſs ? 
And if a Change of Men was all that was wanted, then a legal 


State of Vaſlalage (if you will allow the Term) mutt be ſup- 


poſed, and conſidered as a Completion of their Wiſhes: But the 
true Senſe and ing of that Charter appears in a quite diffe - 
rent Light; for the Power therein given to the Co n- 
| il is expreſly limited within narrow Bounds, wiz. To 
the and appointing two Sub-Bailiffs, a Sword-Bearer, 
to the Diſcharge of an unworthy Member of their own 
Body, ſo miſbehaving as not to deſerve the Enjoyment of a Seat 
among them. Every other Grant contained in the ſaid Charter 
is to the Adayor, Bailiſi and Burgeſſes; and in them it is the 
Legiſlative Power reſts. Fc | | 


Tun Common-Council, in my Opinion, ought to be a ſe- 
let Number of Perſons, appointed by the general Conſent of 
the Burgefles ; and by them delegated with a Power, as Guar- 
dians and Truſtees, to take Care that ſuch . Orders, 
and Inſtitutions, which they from Lime to Time judged ne- 


: 


2 to approve of, for the good Government of the Town, 
be duly and properly obſerved, and Obedience paid to them. 


be 


That you, Gentlemen, with the Free Burgeſſes, may 
fatisfied I put no ſtrained or forced Senſe upon the expreſs Words 
of the Charter, in order to diſguiſe the true Meaning of it, I 
recite them as contained in your Petition, biz. + That King 
„ Charles the Firſt, the 4th Day of Juby, 1626, granted a new 
* Charter, and therein declares, that the Mayor, Bailiffs and 
© Burgefſes, and the greater Part of them, may make from 

a, and profitable By-Laws, Statutes -and 

Orders in Writing, for the well-governing the ſaid Town, 
and the Burgeſſes, Tradeſmen and Inhabitants therein:“ 
Vou then proceed and ſay, That their laſt Charter, was 
granted by his Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſor, King William 
„ the Third, and dated the 14th Day of Octaber, 169 $ which 
« continued all former Grants, and further ordain'd, That 
4 for the Future, to preſerve the Peace, Tranquility and good 
| "SS .! Government 
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& Government of the Town of Li , and it's Inhabi- 
te tants, there ſhall and may be for ever hereafter the Miniſters 
ec following; viz. Forty-one good and diſcreet Burgeſſes, who 
c ſhall be called the Common-Council of the ſaid Town ; o- 
© mitting to give them the leaſt Power in expreſs Words; tho 
tc it was the manifeſt, if not the ſole Intent of the Charter to 

c give Forty-one the Power in the above-recited Clauſe of 
* King Charles's Charter, in order to prevent the populous 
© Meetings of the Burgeſſes upon every trifling Occaſion, as 
© the Town was fo extreamly encreaſed ſince that Time; and 

© therefore, from that Time to this, the Common-Council's - 
ce acting has been acquieſced in, to the great Advantage of the 
& whole Town.“ ** ü 


I humbly acknowledge I am not Maſter of Penetration enough 
to diſcover the Senſe and Meaning of the above recited Para- 
graph, if the Exerciſe of arbitrary Power is not what you are 
r | 


King Charles the Firſt's Charter makes every Grant therein 
contained to the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, without the men- 
tion of a Common Council: King William's Charter confirms 
to them the ſaid Grants; and afterwards appoints a Common» 
Council of Forty-one, with a Power to do Nothing, I think, 
| but what is delegated to them by the Mayor, Bailiff and 
= Burgefles ; ſo that the Power exerciſed by the Common-Coun- 
| Cil is an aſſumed, not a delegated Power : A Power which you 

know will not ſtand the Teft. This the Petition confeſſes: And 
now that vou find you are wrong, pray call in the Aid of your 
IA big Principles, and let them govern your Actions, or elſe you 
will not appear in Character, but eclipſe the Glory of Mr. 


S—b—y'$ Dictatorſhip. 


| Tx juſt and legal Power of a Common-Council conſiſts, 
according to my Apprehenſion, in Care that ſuch By-Laws and 
Orders, made by the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, in writing, 
be duly obſerved : And tho? Pains and Penalties, Fines and 
| Amerciaments may be inflicted upon a Non-obſervance, or Breach 
| | okt ſuch By-Laws and Orders, yet the Power of doing fo ap- 
pears to me to be veſied in the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes ; 
not in the Common-Council, | 
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Urox what I have recited, as a Part of your Petition, 1 
cannot 'avoid remarking Lo very great Miſtakes committed 
by his late Majeſty King William, in his Charter Grant, accord- 
ing to your own Con/truttion of it One is,” his not giving the 
Common Council, in expreſs Words, that Power which, in expre/s 
Wards, he has delegated to the Free Burgeſſes: The other is, 
his great Want of Fore-knowledge, that in about ſixty Years 
after the Date of his r= te Grant, the Town would be fo ex- 
tremely —_—_— Inhabitants, that occaſional Meetings of 
the Burgeſſes to aſſert and maintain their Rights, would be too 
populous, if not Tumultuous, 


AnoTRAERR Remark I muſt beg leave to mention: You ſay, 
in your Petition, the Boundaries or Liberties of the Town have 
been rode ſeveral hundred Years, This is expreſſing more 

than you have a Right to do. You have no Records to Coun- 
tenance ſuch Aſſertion; for you either know, or ſhould know it, 
they were ſuppoſed (if any ſuch had been kept) to have been 
deſtroyed at the Time Prince Rupert laid Siege to, and took the 

own. 


Your Petition to his Banjo, and your Addreſs to the Free 
Burgeſſes, ought to contain nothing but Truths, conſiſtent with 
Correctneſs, otherwiſe they will be looked upon as meer 
Stories of Cocks and Bulls, Heaps of undigeſted Aſſertions, void 
both of Veracity and Common Senſe, | 


Vov are pleaſed to obſerve in your Apology annexed to the 
Copy of your Petition, printed, as you ay, by Order of a Ma- 
. jority of the Common- Council, tho' the Mayor knew 8 
of it, nor is there ſuch Order, „ That it had been falſely an 
% malicioufly reported in Town, with a View, no doubt, to 
influence the Minds, and impoſe upon the Underſtandings of 
© many; and thereby diſturb the Peace, Order, and good 
„Government of the Town, that the Common-Council have 
lately attempted by this Petition, to procure to themſelves 
% not only the Election of Mayors and Bailiffs, but of the 
<< Repreſentatives in Parliament for this Borough and Corpora- 
„ tion, and to ſubvert and alter the fundamental Conſtitutien 
A 3 ls 
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corder were then in London, 


— — 


19 
* of the Town;“ But you aſſure them, “ 'That your fole 
% and only View of prefetring the faid Petition to his preſent 
« Majeſty, was to inveſt the Common-Council with a Power 
« to make ſuch Orders and By-Laws as would effectually pre- 
e vent Foreigners from excrciling the Faculty of Free Burgeſſes 


« without being free of he ſame;; and that ſuch leis and 


« unjuſt Reports were calculated by reſtleſs Mi to provoke 
c and ſtir up ſome unwary Burgeſſes | againſt the Common- 
„ Council, their Friends, and that worthy Gentleman Mr, 
&« Charles Goore ; and that the Reaſon why this Application was 
« not made public, at the I ime it was in Agitation, was, that 
« the Council could not, conſiſtently with their Duty as Guardi- 
« ans and Truſtees of your Public Eſtate, diſcover it to your 
« Enemies, their Opponents.” By whom you mean Thoſe 
* _ rs, who were invading your Rights, by IT 
« their Trades in_Town, and others who were attempting 

<« threatning to take Part of Public. Eſtates from you: 
« and for theſe good and juſt was the Petition Preferred. 


THro' I conſider myſelf a Member of the Common-Council, 

T lay no Claim to any Share of the Merit and Applauſe which 
you may think ourſelves intitled to, on Account of your Conduct 
and Behaviour with regard to the drawing up and preſenting 
the Petition to the King's moſt excellent Majeſty. It was de- 
ſignedl Nee and I believe was ſuch to the 
greateſt Number by much of the Common- Council, who were 
reſent when the Order was made for its having the Common- 


FOOTE 


Seal affixed to it, to be ſent back to London, (from whence it 


firſt came) to be preſented to his Majeſty, they knew little, if 
any thing of its Contents; for it only got a curſory Reading 
which was, to be ſure, enough, as Mr. and the Re- 

where it was modelFd. | 


Tr was defired inthe Council-Chamber, that this Affair might 


be conducted with the greateſt Secrecy. It was even thought 


22 and prudent not to minute down ſo much as an Order of 
ouncil for the T'own-Clerk's going up, to attend fo important 


an Affair, as the procuring Crutches for the great Support of 


tottering Power. 


Waurx 
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- Warn the Town-Clerk returned from Landon, and reported 
the Succeſs of his own and the Recorder's Negotiations in Coun- 
cil, I was preſent, and ſoon perceived it did not come up to 
what was expected. A certain Brother Alderman will juſtify 
me in this. A Grant for an additional Number of Juſtices ; a 
ower given the Recorder to appoint a Deputy; and for aſler- 
taining to the Corporation a Right to the Sea-Shore in expreſs 
Words; occaſion'd no alertneſs, but a contrary Behaviour: A 
profound Silence remained for ſome Time, untill it was diſco- 
vered that the intended Secret had been diſcloſed ; which occa- 
fioned an Enquiry, who had broken the Stitches of Fidelity. 
Several Gentlemen declared they had not mentioned any thing 
about it. Among the reſt I declared my own Innocency in that 
Point; and mentioned a ſtrong Circumſtance in ſupport of that 
Declaration, which was, That until that Time I knew nothin 
of the Town-Clerk's being ſent up to Londen on ſuch an Errand. 


Now, Gentlemen, if it was thought neceſſary to employ the 
Recorder's great Talents to frame ſuch a Petition, and to be at 
the Public Expence of getting it preſented and Sollicited, was it 
owing to an exceſs of Modeſty that you avoided letting the Pub- 
lic know what glorious Steps you had taken to ferve them, and 
that your fole End and View was to ſecure to them their Rights 
and Privileges? No, your Diſappointment in not having the 
Power you hoped to be Maſters of, made it highly neceſſary to 
keep it a Secret, How far falſe and malicious Reports may 
have prevailed in Town; and if ſuch have, and for what End 
and Purpoſe they were calculated, I will not pretend to ſay: 
But it is well remembered, that ſome Gentlemen of the Council, 
at the Time the late Charter Grant was in agitation, and who 
were in the Secret of that Scheme, gave out ſignificant Hints of 
how little Weight the Power of the Free Burgeſſes at large 
would be to fruſtrate ſuch Meaſures as the Common-Council 
ſhould think proper to direct to, in future Elections. 


Ir was owing to the Obſervations which I could not avoid 
making, when the Town-Clerk reported in. Council what 
bad, and what had not been obtained, that my Curioſity was 

engaged, to know what was intended : And to oblige me in this 
Point a kind and worthy Friend procured for me, and ſent 
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down a Copy of the Petition; which was called, by ſome Gen- 
tlemen of the Council, a ſpurious Piece, 4 Forgery, and ſuch- 
like pretty Epithets were given to it, untill I cauſed it to be 
printed and publiſhed ; ſince which you have cauſed it to be 
printed along with your Apology for the Privacy of your 
Application: And as you have not thought it yet ſeaſonable to 
let the Burgeſſes know how watchful you have been for the pre- 
ſervation of their Rights and Privileges, I annex it to what I 
now publiſh ; and it 1s N probable if I had not done ſo, ſeve- 


ral of you Gentlemen of the Council would have been as much 
Strangers to it, as the Burgeſſes at large are: So that, 


- Your Appeal to the Burgeſſes appears, to me, nothing more 
than a temporary Farce, to amuſe them at a critical Juncture, 
when you apprehended they would not acquieſe with your Re- 
commendation of a Gententin to be Mayor But when you 
found that they, as well as yourſelves, approved of him for 
their Magiſtrate, you choſe rather to conceal your upright In- 
tentions, and not furniſh them with further Knowledge of your 
Meaſures, than neceſſity ſhould drive you to: Therefore give 
me leave to appeal-to them in my Turn, and ſubmit it to their 
Judgment, whether Fear or Love is your governing Principle.” 


In the Time of my Mayoralty, the Recorder being in Town, 
I requeſted, and had a Meeting, a,ong with him, of ſeveral 
Gentlemen of the Council; at which Time I propoſed an Ap- 
plication to his Majeſty, in order to obtain what, I hoped would 
be conſidered as an Amendment to our preſent Charter : I par- 
ticularly mentioned a Deficiency in the Number of civil Ma- 

iſtrates for the Town, with ſome other Affairs relating to the 
Public, and the Gentlemen then preſent concurred with me ; 
and I well remember a Queſtion was aſked me, after what Man- 
ner we were to apply. I gave for Anſwer, Our Style of In- 
corporation was, Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſles : They were to 


be convened, and a Majority would determine the Manner of 


Application, But as this Method met with no Countenance, 
the Affair dropp'd ; and now, as you have acknowledged, that 
the Method long purſued does not anſwer your declared Ends, 
in ſecuring to the Free Burgeſſes thoſe valuable Rights and Pri- 
vileges, which you ſo heartily, wiſh them the Enjoyment of, nor 


| procure 
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procure to your public Eſtate that encreaſe of Wealth, which 
otherwiſe it would do; Can you more effectually expreſs and 
demonſtrate the ſincerity of ſuch your Wiſhes, than by purſu- 
ing ſuch Meaſures as will y ſecure the Attainment of 
them? IF you ſtill decline doing it, you will, in all probability, 
be ſo far from abating, that you will run the Riſque of inflamin 
the Minds of thoſe Burgeſſes, who unhappily experience the ſ 
Effects of their Rights and Privileges being invaded; and all 
your Rhetorick will not convince them otherwiſe, than that 
your Scheme is, to advance your own Power and Authority up- 
on the Ruins of their Liberty : And in Support of what I now 
mention, the Public know you have cauſed an Alphabetical 
Liſt of all thy Free eſſes, who polled at the laſt Election 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament for this Borough and Cor- 
8 to be privately printed; giving a ſtrict Charge to the 

rinter not to deliver one of them out: And this Liſt you have 
diſtributed cautiouſly, not to all, but to ſelet Members of the 
Council, and ſome few Favourites out of it. "This Step is 
looked upon to be taken with a View to know how to Reward 
and puniſh, ſuch Perſons (eſpecially. of the lower Claſs) as have 
or may have a Dependance upon your Regard for them; and it 
78 — nou you have not been wanting to carry your Scheme 
into Execution. And by taking this Method you are conſider- 
ed by the Burgeſſes, as having proſtituted your public Truſt, 
and given a 'Tarniſh to your boaſted "7 Ay rinciples, by turn- 
ing Public Property, of which you are only Guardians, into a 
ſevere Scourge againſt themſelves, | 


THAT your Charter gives a Power of making By-Laws, 
Orders and Inſtitutions, for the good Government of the 
Town, the Burgeſſes, Tradeſmen and Inhabitants, will admit 
of no Diſpute. Such Power muſt then reſt, in either the May- 
or, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Council, or in the Mayor, Bailiffs 
and Burgeſſes at large. By your Petition you acknowledge your- 
ſelves doubtful of your own Power, as a Common-Councll : 
But you might, with great Juſtice, have gone farther, and 
expreſſed a rational Conviction, that you have no ſuch legal 
Power; for you know you dare not bring an Action againſt a 


erſon, 


Perſon, for Exerciſing the Faculty of a Fiee - 


- [wo] - 


, who is - 
not free; becauſe you have not a Conſtitutional By-Law to 
ſupport it : Therefore I readily believe, and in this Article of 
Faith the Town in General concur, that your View in privately 
referring the Petition to his preſent Majeſty, was to inveſt the 
| mon- Council with the ſolo and only. Power of making By- 
Laws, Orders and Inſtitutions. '" But that the Exerciſe of that 
Power, in ſuch Manner as would be pleafing to them, was 
what you ſolely aimed at, cannot, I think, be fo impreſſed 
their Minds, as readily to become an Article of their Creed, 
ive me leave to refer you to a Review of your Petition, and 
conſider what was petittoned fbr; ' what has been granted; and 
1 fer the Advice of the Attarney and Sollicttor-General, has 
ed, ; | | mit WIE 


You Petitioned for an additional Number of Magiſtrates : 
That is, an Encreaſe of Power among yourſelves, This Part of 
your Application has been attended with Succeſs, - | 


You Petitioned for the Recorder to have a Power to appoint 
a Deputy. In this Point you have- likewife ſucceeded : But 
have you not ſince that ſuperceded his Majeſty's Royal Granty 
and rendered it an inſignificant Paragraph in your Charter, by 
an Order of Council ; obliging that Gentleman to give you a 
Bond, in the Penalty of Five Hundred Pounds, not to make ſuch 
Appointment without your ſpecial Leave. By this Step you 
have paid him a low Compliment, in return for the great Ner- 
vices he has done you, in compiling ſo compleat a Maſter- 
Piece of his Skill, formed into a Petition, and not leaning to 
his own Underſtanding (prudently confider'd) took in the Att. 
ance okfuperior Judgment, 1 8 50 5 #24 


You Petitioned for a Power of making By-Laws and Orders 
for the good Government of the Town, without the Help and 


Aſſiſtance of the Free-Burgeſfes. This plainly ſhews you ac- 


knowledged the Want of it; and that as a Common Council 
you have not a Power to give Difturbance to thoſe People you 


call Foreigners: But if the Caſe was only doubtful, it is fure 


unworthy of upright Conduct to endeavour the Excluſion of 
the Free Burgeſſes from the leaſt Share of Power; and 9 
| | eing 


cu] 


ing taken by a Clandeſtine Application of Real Friends, 
Brother' Burgeſſes and humble Servants, a Majority of the Common= 


Corti, can you expect otherwiſe than that this of Guar- 
dianſhip w Ie looked upon with a jealous Eye, and ever make 
the Burgeſſes truly thankfull, that by his - Majeſty's Paternal 
Care of their Rights, ſuch Intentions were defeated? ' + 


Can this intended Treatment come from Perſons, valuing 
themſelves as real Friends to Liberty? Is this the Manner of 
conducting Publick Affairs upon Revolution Principles? Is the 
| e e and immortal Memory of King William, a conſtant 

5 at all your Public Feſtivals-—ls an Oppoſition to your 
known Conductor, and his Meaſures, a diſtinguiſhing Mark of 
Toryiſm and Diſaffection to the preſent Government and our 
happy Conſtitution; as has been moſt ſcandalouſly repreſented ? 
If not, you ought to diſavow your Knowledge of the real End 
and Deſign, not only of the Petition, but likewiſe the Apology; 
which it is my Opinion you may do with great Juſtice, in 15 - 

rt of your own Reputations : For tho” it is ſubſcribed, in the 
2 of the Mayor, Bailiffs, and à Majority of the Cammon- 
Council, and, as I obſerved re, the Mayor _— nothing 
of it, I take it to be a ſpurious Brat, form'd by a Cabal; which 
if you do not publicly diſavow, ſilence will be no Embelliſhment 
to your Character, as Friends to Liberty, 


You Petitioned to have the Waſte on the Sea-Shore aſſer- 
tained to belong to the Public Eſtate of the "Town, in expreſs 
Words. This muſt appear a very ungenerous Step, to give it 
no worſe Term, when a Gentleman, by due Courſe of Law, 
had enter'd his Claim to a Part of it, and the Affair undetermined. 
If uſage and Cuſtom for ſeveral Hundred Years was too preca- 
rious a Title to depend upon, without the Sanction of a Roy- 
al Grant, then ſure you will not plead an Indulgence of the 
Burgefles, owing to Ignorance of their own Right and Power 
By Charter, in barr againſt the expreſs Words of the Royal 
Grant. 9 2 


| Tro' at the Time King William's Charter was obtain ' d, the 
Burgeſſes could not be ignorant of the Rights thereby continued to 


them, yet aConfidence in the Integrity of thoſe Gentlemen, who 
B 2 had 
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had exerted themſelves to obtain Redreſs, accompanied with ſuch 

rudential Conduct, as gave not the leaſt Suſpicion that the 

xerciſe of arbitrary Power would ever be revived, made them 
very caſy, and the Conduct of the new Council, guringithe 
Courſe of many Years, gave no room for Jealouſy ; fo that 
the Charter Laws were in a; Manner forgot; by which 
Means an Exerciſe of ſuch Power as the Burgeſſes now loudly 
expreſs their diſapprobation of, made gradual, and I may ſay 


unperceptible Advances: Look but into your Records, (or 1 


may rather call them your Memorandum- Books) becauſe Re- 


_ cording has been for many Years omitted, and (if I am not 


very much miſtaken) you will find that which will ſufficiently 
countenance what I now mention ; and that neither Preſcrip- 
tive Right, nor Uſage” and Cuſtom can be fairly pleaded for 
purſuing Meaſures inconſiſtent with the Charter Laws. And 
that I may fave you the Trouble of Fee upon me, in the 
full and ſatisfactory Anſwer promiſed to any Paper or Pamphlet 
which may be publiſhed, I freely acknowledge that not a Mem- 
ber of the Council has been more active and diligent than 2 4 
ſelf, in endeavouring to ſupport the Meaſures purſued by the 
Common-Council, and in being ſo, I no way behaved in con- 
tradiction to my own Judgment. But when I had an Oppor- 
tunity of obtaining (what I will venture to aſſert to be) a true 
Copy of the Charter, and a like juſt "Tranſlation of it, my 
Opinion changed; and my Endeavours (tho' ineffectual hi- 
therto) have not been wanting to have Meaſures changed, by 
purſuing a Method which could not fail of ſecuring to you the 


juſt Eſteem. of the Burgeſſes in General. 


Tat Common-Council, you fay in your Petition, are only 
Guardians and 'T ruftees for the Public: Now, placing Power 
in ti Light you have repreſented it, what is the Duty you owe 
to the Public, in this your acknowledged Situation ? Is it not, 
to diſcharge the Duty of this your great Truſt after ſuch an 
upright and juſt Manner, that thereby you may depend upon 
the Uprightneſs of your Conduct carrying it's own Protection 
along with it ? If ſo, what occaſion for a Motion in Council 


for the Revenue of the Prizage Grant being reſerved as a Fund 
to defend Conduct? | | 


You 
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You know that very lately you had the Reviſal of two Or- 
ders enter d in your Council Book, of no long ſtanding : In a late 
Debate it appeared they ſo claſhed with each other, that it was 
thought proper, by another Order, to have a Caſe ſtated, upon 
which to take the Opinion of an Eminent Council : Not your 
Recorder ; he was not Named : I preſume the Word Eminent 
diverted the thought of him. Now when a doubt ariſes about, 
not the Intent and Meaning, for that is explained by the ſubſe- 
quent Order, but ſomething trifling in Compariſon of the Rights 
and Privileges of ſo large a Community as the Free Burgeſſes in 
this Corporation, will they not think themſelves contemptuouſly 
dealt with? And tho' you may believe otherwiſe, will they 
not conclude that ſiniſter Views govern your Meaſures, and that 


the Reſolves of private Cabals are too haſtily turned into Or- 
ders of Council ? 


Too illuſtrate what J have mentioned, look into the Council- 
Book, and you will find an Order enter'd, which muſt put a 
Gentleman to the Bluſh to read, after having expreſſed his ſin- 

cere Regard for the Rights and Liberties of the Free Burgeſſes. 


It requires no Comment upon it, for it fully explains itſelf. 


1750, you will find an Order of Thanks to 7e 
for his good Services during the Courſe of his Mayoralty, and 
that the Treaſurer pay him One Hundred Guineas, in Lieu of 
the Prizage ; and that the Treaſurer be indemnified for havin 

paid the ſeveral preceding Mayors their ſeveral Hundred Guineas 
without a ſpecial Order ; and that for the Future no Hundred 
Guineas be paid to any Mayor, without a ſpecial Order of 
Council, By this Step an Order of many Years ſtanding 
was reverſed ; it being ſo determined by a ſelect Number 
of the Council a few Days before. This, Gentlemen, was 
a Stroke of Policy levell'd at me; and I knew your Scheme 
ſeveral Days before you carried it into Execution. It aroſe 
from Jealouſy of the Peoples Intentions to chooſe me the 
Mayor a ſecond Time; and notwithſtanding all your Pre- 
cautions, this jealousFit did not ſubſide : "The Fear of a Surpriſe 
cauſed Mr. S—b—y to ſummons ſeveral Officers of his Ma- 
jeſty's Cuſtoms to attend the Election; that they might not be 


to 


Look at the Minutes wrote down the Tos of Odlober 


n 


17 Davies, Eſq;. 
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to ſeek if their Votes ſhould be wanted. Mr. was 
that Morning aſk'd the Queſtion, Whether there was likely to 
a Poll ; his Reply was he could not tell ; he did not know how 
young Critchley would behave. Whether this Inſtance of Con- 
duct may be conſidered as a Sample of upright Intention to 
ſupport the Rights and Liberties of the Free Burgeſſes; and 
whether the Reſolves of Cabals carry'd into Orders of Council 
is not making the Gentlemen of that Body Dupes and 'Tools 
to one another I chooſe to refer to your own Opinions, rather 
than my own Determination, If Jealouſy and Fear of an Op- 
poſition gave Birth to the Meaſures I have mention'd, then I 
think I may rationally conclude the ſecret Attempt to procure an 
Explanatory Charter, ſo ſoon as April following, was to prevent 
an Annual Return of thoſe Fears; and I conſider it as a lucky 


Accident that the third, not the Firſt, of April happen'd to be 
the-ſtated Day of Meeting. 


Trax Contemptuous Treatinent which I have met with from 
you, is fo well known in Town, that to deſcend to particulars 
is quite unneceſſary : for one continued ſhew of Reſentment 


bas for ſeveral Years governed your Conduct towards me, with- 


out calling me to an Account for what I have done, as a Mem- 
ber of the Common-Council, to deſerve it. An Attempt to 


- diſcharge me, I know, was intended; and ſome Inſtances of 


Conduct collected, in order to be ſet in Battle Array: But by 
ſome Accident or other the Pen was dropt. WEST » 


Wurx I procured a juſt Tranſlation of King William's 
Charter, and cauſed it to be printed, I was in hopes of being 
inſtrumental in ſetting you and the Burgeſſes Right; as therein 
It appears what is your Duty to perform, and what they have 
Juſt Reaſon to expect from you. An Error lo perſiſled ing 
is not leſs ſuch ; nor will you be leſs in the Eſteem of the 
Burgeſſes, for appearing deſirous to rectify a Miſtake. 


My procuring a Copy of the Petition to the King and Coun- 
ci] for a new Charter, and making it public, can ſurely give 
no juſt Occaſion for your being offended at me; fince if I had 
not done it, it is highly probable our upright Intentions would 

End and Deſign was 
to 


ftill have remained a Secret : And tho' the 


Ws 4+ þ 18 
to deprive the Free Burgeſſes of their Rights and Privileges; yet 
you would have them believe your Intention in doing ſo was 


to preſerve them in better than thoſe of their own 


I Have endeavoured to ſupport the Dignity and Reputation 
of a Member of theCommon-Council, by letting you know it 
did not conſiſt in ſuffering a Gentleman, who owed the Ho- 
nour he is arrived at, to your kind and bountiful Regard, to be 
your Director and Governor; and, by ſeveral Gradations, 
worm himſelf into your good Graces ſo far as to aſſume to 
himſelf the Power of an Oſtentatious Dictatorſhip, and in the 
Eyes of the World leſſening your Reputations by your own 
Conſent. I purſued your own Advice, when I ſerved the Office 
of Mayor, in endeavouring to procure the Prizage Grant. 
atbgned over to the Uſe of the Mayor, Bailifts and Burgeſles ; 
You then thought it ro be their Right, and that they had a juſt 
Claim to it. The Public, you know, paid the Expence which 
attended procuring the Patent. "The Work is at laſt compleat- 
ed, and by you, without my Aſſiſtance; for your Diſlike of 
me in other Reſpects, would not ſuffer me to come among you: 
However, you have now ſettled the Account, and found Mr. 
- Saluſbury only the Sollicitor for, not the juſt Proprietor of the 
ſaid Grant: You have found a Ballance of near F ive Hundred 
Pounds to be due; which the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes 

have obliged that Gentleman to pay: And in doing ſo, I be- 
lieve the Public have done great Juftice to themſelves. I am 
the more particular in tlie Mention of this Affair, becauſe 
ſome Perſons have been partial enough, in allowing me ſome 
Share of the Merit attending ſo good a Work ; which, 
I affure you I lay no Claim to, further, than now and then te- 
minding you, Gentlemen, of it, as a Work neceſſary to be 
made an End of in an amicable and pacific Manner : And as 
in this Inſtance Succeſs has attended your upright Intentions, 


I compliment you upon it, and am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your very humble Servant, - 


TOSEPH CLEGG, 
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P. 8. As I have taken the Liberty of Expreſſing my real 


Sentiments, with Reſpect to the Charter Laws, if I have 
fairly and juſtly explained them, which to the beſt of my 


Power I have done, then I hope it will plead my Apology 


for oppoſing Meaſures I thought wrong. If I have put any 
forc'd Conſtruction upon the true Senſe and Meaning of 
thoſe Laws, which as a Member of the Council, I ought to 
pay a due Regard to, I ſhall be glad to be ſet right; and as 

have not knowing]y erred, I think it ſhould abate that Re- 
ſentment, which has been ſo remarkably expreſſed againſt me: 
For I am the only Inſtance of any Member that ever fat in 
Council, being treated with the like Degree of Contempt, in 
ory 3 except being actually Tiſcharged, which I 

ave . 


IF the Charter, as it is now Tranſlated and Publiſhed, contains 


Errors; or if the Remarks and Explanations are Erronious, 
as having a Tendency to put falſe Gloſſes upon it, it is the 
Duty of the Recorder to give the Burgeſſes the firſt Specimen 
of his Ability, by rectifying ſuch Miſtakes : Haranguin 

upon it might be neceſſary, if he thought the Charter itſelf 
to be a Libel; if not, his Elaborate Speech would have more 


ſuitably graced a Merry-Andrew's Apartment than a Court 
of Judicature, 


I THINK it highly neceſſary that every Free Burgeſs ſhould not 


be without this Tranſlation of the Charter, if not for his 
own, yet for the Sake of Poſterity ; that they may not be 


Strangers to the Knowledge of their Rights and Privileges in 
this flouriſhing Corporation. | 


TO 


w | TO THE | 
WORTHY BURGESSES 
OF THE | 


CoxroxATIoW or LIVERPOOL. 


GENTLEMEN, 
QEST HEREAS it has been falſely and ma- 
4 SL = liciouſly reported in this Town, with a 
WW ◻ view, no doubt, to inflame the Minds 
and impoſe upon the Underſtandings of 
many of you, and thereby to diſturb the 
Peace, Order, and good Government 
of the Town, That the Common-Council of this Cor- 
poration have lately ee de by the following Pe- 
tition, to procure to themſelves not only the Election 
of Mayors and Bailiffs, but alſo the Election of 
Repreſentatives in Parliament for the ſaid Borough 
— Corporation, and to ſubvert and alter the funda- 
mental Conſtitution f the Town: This is therefore 
to aſſure you, that the ſole and only View of Prefer- 
ring the ſaid Petition to his preſent Majeſty by the 
Common-Council (praying an Explanatory Charter 
only on the ſeveral Matters therein contained) was to 
veſt the ſaid Common-Council, with a Power to 
make ſuch Orders and By-Laws as would effectually 
N Foreigners from Exerciſing and Following the 
aculty of Free- Burgeſſes in this Corporation, with- 
out being free of the ſame; ſuch Power being mani- - 
| OG = us teſtly 
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feſtly intended them, (if it is not already given them) 
by the Charter of King William the Third. And 
further to aſcertain and ſecure to the Mayor, Bailiffs 
and Burgeſſes their Right, Title and Claim to ſome 
Part of the Public Eſtate then in doubt. And that 
there never was any Deſire, Requeſt, or the leaſt In- 
tention to fix the Elections of Magiſtrates or Members 
of Parliament, or any other Miniſter or Officer of the 
ſaid Corporation, in the ſaid Common-Council ; nor 
any other ways to alter the Corporate Conſtitution, or 
Rights of Election, from the preſent known and eſta- 
bliſhed Rule and Practice. And, ſurther to aſſure you 
that the ſaid Gentlemen of the Council will give a full 


and ſatis factory Anſwer, as from their upright Actings 


and Intentions they are well ſatisfy*d they are enabled to 
do, to any Pamphlet or Paper which ſhall or may be 


publiſhed, in Relation to this Is gs charging 


them with any ſuch wicked or ſiniſter Views and De- 
ſigns : Such Groundleſs and unjuſt Reports being 
made and calculated by reſtleſs Minds, to provoke and 
ſtir up ſome unwary Burgeſſes againſt the Common- 
Council, their Friends, and that worthy Gentleman 
Mr. Charles Goore; who hath been ſtrongly ſollicited 
and prevailed upon, by many of the principal Mer- 
chants and other conſiderable Burgeſſes both in and out 
of Council, . to offer himſelf a Candidate for the Office of 

Mayor. Therefore, for your preſent Satisfaction, the 
following Copy of the Petition is ſubmitted to your 
Judgment, whether on the Face thereof the ſaid 
Charge on the ſaid Council is juſt or not: And, Gen- 
tlemen, the Reaſon why this Application was not 


made Public at the Time it was in Agitation, was, 


that they could not, conſiſtent with their Duty as 
Guardians and Truſtees of the Public Eſtate, diſcover 
| | it 
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it to your Enemies and Opponents; by whom we 
mean thoſe Foreigners who were invading your Rights, 
by following their Trades in Town, and others who 
were attempting and threatning to take Part of the 
Public Eſtates from you. And we repeat it again, 
that for thoſe, and only thoſe, good and juſt Ends was 
the following Petition preferred. 
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KING'S 
MosT Excellent MAJESTY 


IN 


COUNCIL. 


The humble Petition of the Mayor, Bathffs and 
Burgeſſes of Your MAaJesTY's" ancient and loyal 

Borough of LIVERPOOL, in Common= Council 
aſſembled, 


SHEWETH, 


HAT LivztxrPooL is a very ancient Borough, 
by Preſcription, long before the Time of King 


 Fobn, who granted its firſt Charter. 


Tr the ſecond Charter was granted by King 
Henry the Third; who granted, That LIVERPOOL be 


a free Borough for ever, and that there be a Guild, and 
| no 
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no Perſon not of that Guild to make Merchandiſe 
there, unleſs with the free Conſent of the ſaid Bur- 
geſſes. 


Tuar King Edward the Third, and King Richard 
the Second, by their ſeyeral Charters, confirmed thoſe 
of King John and King Henry, adding a Power to 
enjoy whatever they had formerly us'd or enjoyed. 


Tnar King Henry the Fourth, and King Philip 
with Queen Mary confirmed all the former Charters. 


Trar King Charles the Firſt, the 4th Day of July 
1626, granted a new Charter, and therein declares, 
That the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſles, and the great- 
er Part of them may make from Time to Time good 
and profitable By-Laws, Statutes and Orders in Wri- 
ting, for the well Governing the faid Town, and the 
Burgeiles, Tradeſmen and Inhabitants therein: And, 
by another Clauſe, further grants, That they and 
their Succeſſors ſhall have all the Lands, Tenements, 
Hereditaments, to them and their Succeſſors for ever, 
as an Eſtate of Inheritance, which they by any Charter, 
Grant, Title, Uſe, Cuſtom or Preſcription have for- 
merly held and enjoy'd, or might or ſhould have, held 
and enjoy'd in any Manner whatever. 


Tua their laſt Charter was granted by Your 
Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſor, King William the Third, 
and dated the 14th Day of October i695; which con- 
tinued all former Grants, and further ordain'd, That 
<< for the Future, to preſerve the Peace, Tranquility, 


* This Charter, with Explanatory Notes, was publiſhed by Mr. 
c and 


I illiam ſon, Bookſeller, ſome Time ago. 


EA 1 


«© and good Government of the Town of LIVERPOOL 
e and its Inhabitants, there ſhall or may be, for ever, 


e the Officers and Miniſters following, viz. Forty- 
e one good and diſcreet Burgeſſes, who ſhall be called 


e the Common-Council of the ſaid + Vill ;” omitting To 


to give them the leaſt Power in expreſs Words; tho 
it was the Manifeſt, if not the ſole Intent of this Char- 
ter, to give Forty-one - the Power in the firſt recited 
Clauſe of King Charles's Charter, in order to prevent 
the Populous Meetings of the Burgeſſes upon every 

trifling Occafion, as the Town was ſo extremely en- 
3 ſince that Time ; and therefore from that Time 
to this, ſuch Common Council's actings have been 
acquieſced in, to the great Advantage and Satisfaction 
of the whole Town, But it may hereafter cauſe Diſ- 
putes, unleſs the ſaid Charter is explained for this Pur- 
poſe, by adding the Clauſe of King Charles's Charter, 
or in ſuch Manner as Your Majeſty in Your great 
_ Wiſdom ſhall think fit. | 


THAT the ſaid Charter grants that the Mayor, Re- 
corder, ſenior Alderman and preceding Mayor ſhall 
be the Juſtices of Peace; which, as the Town is ſo 
extremely encreaſed, is found not to be a ſufficient 
Number for the Diſtribution of Juſtice : Which may 
be eaſily remedied, if the Charter may be ſo I, | 
that the preceding Mayor may act as Juſtice for Four 
Lears; which is three Years more than is generally 


believed, by the preſent Words, he could act. 


THAT the ſaid Charter appoints a Recorder, but 
omits the Power of making a Deputy; which, in ſo 
largea Town may be very Inconvenient, 


C 2 THE 


. — 4 gap + Am „ —— — pe ., ade, S A e us 


- — — ——ů— — — — — 


— — —ͤ—ę—ͤ⅛ 


— —  — 


| 
| 


— nm 2 * ry 


RN. — ale 
. * . 


—— 
* 


4 


— > — = ” _— 1 , OM — \ , 
——— — — —— 0 
1 _ : — * — * — ITT — 
1 1 4 ; * 
1 9 
= 5 
= 


- cans 


— — — — 
* . 2 RT 
- 7 * 


122 

Tux ſaid Charter gives, nts, confirms and rati- 
fies to the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, all their 
Lands, Tenements, Fairs and Waſtes, Waſte Ground, 
and all Hereditaments whatſoever, which they have 
held, uſed or enjoy'd under any Letters Patent or 
Grants, or after whatever lawful Manner, Law, Title, 
Cuſtom, Uſe or Preſcription before the Date of this 
Charter, or might ſo have held, uſed or enjoy'd. And 
Your Petitioners have for ſeveral hundred Years been 
in Poſſeſſion of -all the Waſtes, Waſte Ground and 
Shore within the Liberties of the ſaid Corporation, 
(which are publicly rode every Year) on Part of which 


they have built a Church, and on other Parts three 


Docks, and ſeveral Walls, for the Security of Your 
Majeſty's Royal Navy when in that Port, as well as 
for that of the Town Shipping, and will, if needful, 
extend them further, for ſuch like or other good Pur- 
poſes, for the Advantage of the ſaid Town in general; 
but as a Doubt might hereafter ariſe, whether the 


waſte Shore is included under the general Words a- 
foreſaid, 8 


THEREFORE Your Petitioners moſt humbly. 
pray that Your Majeſty will be graciouſly pleas'd, 
in conſideration of the above Premiſes to extend 
Your Royal Favour to this ancient and Loyal Bo- 

rough, and grant to the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and 
Burgeſſes, and their Succeſſors for ever, Your 
Royal Letters Patent and explanatory Charter of 
the ſeveral Doubts betore mentioned, for the 
Security of the Royal Navy, and all the Shipping 
in that Port, and for the good Government of all 
Your Majeſty's Subjects reſiding in the ſaid Town. 


AND 


L 23 ] 


And Your Petitioners, as in ſtricteſt Duty 
bound ſhall ever pray. | 


4 


| Art which Premiſes you are deſired impartially and 
coolly to conſider ; they being order'd to be laid be- 


fore you for ſuch Purpole, 
By GENTLEMEN, 


Your very humble Servants, Fellow Burgeſſes 
and real Friends, 


The Mayor, Bailiff, and Majority of the ſaid 
Common-Council of the Corporation of Liverpool, 
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